FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
meted out to their colonies by Imperialist Powers; they were used
as sources of cheap raw materials, the natives being kept in a state
of ignorance and poverty-stricken economic, social, and political
backwardness.
At the same time the great natural resources throughout the
country had never been adequately studied. Foreign and Russian
capitalists, anxious for rapid profits, only sank capital in the
development of natural resources where these were most readily
accessible.
For instance, the iron and steel industry was confined almost
entirely to the South of Russia. In 1913, the Donbas and Dniepr
regions produced 74 per cent of all the pig-iron, the rest was
produced in small, technically backward plants working on char-
coal in the Urals and in the Central Region.
The production of coal was almost entirely concentrated in the
Donbas region, which in 1913 yielded 87 per cent of all the coal
output of the country.
Machine building, in any case but feebly developed, was con-
centrated mainly in the central regions, in the Moscow and St.
Petersburg provinces and in the Ukraine.
The cotton textile industry was also grouped in the territory
of the Moscow, Ivanovo, and St. Petersburg provinces. The
linen industry was more than 50 per cent concentrated in
the Ivanovo district, though the bulk of long-fibre flax was
produced in the Western Region, White Russian, and other
regions.
The entire sugar industry was concentrated in the Ukraine and
the Central Black Earth Region.
Pursuing the work started in the First Five-Year Plan, the
Second Five-Year Plan made a still more determined effort to
bring about the rational distribution of the productive forces of
the country. Whilst not neglecting the old industrial areas, new
electrical power stations, machine construction, metallurgical, coal,
oily and other industries were to be developed intensively in the
Central Volga areas, Tatar Republic, Urals, Western and Eastern
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